From owner-boatanchors@gnu.ai.mit.edu  Mon Nov 21 10:25:45 1994
Date: Mon, 21 Nov 94 09:24:30 EST
From: dennis@irissun2.fp.trw.com (Dennis Gibbs)
Message-Id: <9411211424.AA25070@irissun2>
Subject: Re:  11/4/94 mil equip list

<>

>> I can add another little-known (apparently) production run to this list.
>>
>> At the Virginia Beach, VA hamfest a few years ago, I saw an R390A for
>> sale.  I looked at the tag on the front.  The contract date was 1968 (!)
>> and the contractor's name was Dittmore-Freimuth (sp?).  It was a low
>> serial number, and the only one from this production run I have ever
>> seen.  I was so taken by this that I copied down everything from the
>> front tag.  I have the complete contract number and serial number somewhere
>> but it may take me awhile to find it.  But it definitely was a 1968
>> contract date....
>
>Please send the contract number and I'll gladly add it to the list.
>Thanks.
>
>73s     Terry O'     WB9GVB

I found the information!  Here is is:

Contractor: Dittmore-Freimuth Corp
Contract Number: DAAB05-68-C-0040

The unit I saw had a serial number of 181.  I have no idea how many were
made on this contract.  This unit I saw was at the Virginia Beach hamfest,
in Virginia Beach, VA, probably in September of 1991.  It appeared
conventional in all respects to all other R390As I have seen.  This one
PROBABLY was in Navy service, since most Military surplus in that area
is Navy surplus.  This unit's front panel was quite worn, so it likely 
saw quite a bit of use.

Dennis Gibbs
dennis@irissun2.fp.trw.com



From owner-boatanchors@gnu.ai.mit.edu  Mon Nov 21 15:55:58 1994
Date: Mon, 21 Nov 1994 13:54:41 -0500
From: Steve Schwarm <schwarm@spectre.mitre.org>
Message-Id: <199411211854.NAA06350@spectre.mitre.org>
Subject: Re:  A New BA Organization

>From Mr. T

>   For the rank of Grand Curmudgeon, the claim must be 25 years or more.

I have only one problem.  I think you should includes some calendar
age requirements.   I'm too young to be a "Grand Curmudgeon" but I
meet your requirements.

Stephen(Steve) Schwarm
Principal
The MITRE Corp.
202 Burlington Rd MS B155
Bedford, MA 01730
(617)271-4600
FAX: (617)271-4686
Schwarm@mitre.org
Packet: W3EVE @ K1UGM.#EMA.MA.USA.NA




From owner-boatanchors@gnu.ai.mit.edu  Tue Nov 22 05:14:50 1994
Date: Tue, 22 Nov 1994 00:29:58 -0800 (PST)
From: paul Veltman <veltman@netcom.com>
Subject: Re: A New BA Organization
Message-Id: <Pine.3.89.9411220005.A10268-0100000@netcom12>



On Mon, 21 Nov 1994, Steve Schwarm wrote:

> I have only one problem.  I think you should includes some calendar
> age requirements.   I'm too young to be a "Grand Curmudgeon" but I
> meet your requirements.
> 
NOBODY is too young to be a Grand Curmudgeon.  It is an attitude.  Maybe 
BA can also stand for Bad Attitude, which is a basic requirement to enter 
the Curmudgeonry.8-)

73,


Paul WA6OKQ

From owner-boatanchors@gnu.ai.mit.edu  Mon Nov 21 20:07:10 1994
Date: Mon, 21 Nov 1994 16:26:48 -0500 (EST)
From: Tony Stalls <rstalls@access.digex.net>
Subject: Re: and you think YOU have trouble
Message-Id: <Pine.SUN.3.91.941121161421.2085C-100000@access4.digex.net>



On Mon, 21 Nov 1994, Richard Loken wrote:

> You said:
> 
> >haven't been available for the past 12 years.  I find that hard to
> >believe, but stranger things have happened.  (Somebody even told me that
> >some companies have even quit making TUBES!  Naaaah...  Not possible...)
> 
> I went out on Saturday to buy a pair of 32-36 inch blue jeans and was
> told that Levi Strause stopped making 36" leg length jeans. 

They were obviously discontinued as being Politically Incorrect.  It's 
obviously offensive to the Stature Challenged. (PI term: short people.)

> What do I do?  Shorten my legs?  Wear a kilt?

Shortening your legs is definitely an alternative and is the PC thing to
do as you would be voluntarily joining the stature challenged, but a kilt
would be definitely be the cuter choice.  

I guess I should validate this for the boatanchor folks:  TUBES are
essential to the survival of humanity and PLATE TRANSFORMERS are
considered good if they weigh less than 22 pounds (10 Kg.) and wonderful
if they weigh more. 

There!  Message validated!!!  (If we can't preserve our sense of humor, 
then why bother...)

73,

Tony
K4KYO


From owner-boatanchors@gnu.ai.mit.edu  Mon Nov 21 03:41:24 1994
From: joe.roberts@tpoint.com
Message-Id: <9411202105.0TMDO00@tpoint.com>
Date: Sun, 20 Nov 94 21:05:08 -0600 Central
Subject: BENDIX TUBE INFO?



Can anyone recommend or provide a source of info on Bendix tubes?
I have a few Bendix miniature types around that I'd really like to
experiment with, e.g. 6851, 6877, 6900 but can't find much info on 
these suckers.

Also interested in procuring several more of the above mentioned
types or similar. Got plenty of commercial and industrial tubes to trade,
if barter is your game.

Any info greatly appreciated.

Joe N4WQC

From owner-boatanchors@gnu.ai.mit.edu  Tue Nov 22 07:17:20 1994
Date: Tue, 22 Nov 1994 05:47:31 -0500 (EST)
From: GALBRAITH CHRISTOPHER <99galbra@lab.cc.wmich.edu>
Subject: Best sounding, coolest looking microphones...
Message-Id: <Pine.3.89.9411220544.A5446-0100000@grog>

Oh sure-we all adore BA rigs, the Hammarlund dials and hammertone, the 
Collins PTOs, and yes, the mystical essence of the firebottle itself, but 
what about microphones?!  
Since I've been searching the globe for BAs, my microphone collection 
seems to grow faster than that of actual rigs (well, almost).  I think 
this may be attributed to the fact that, although the old mics are truly 
neat looking, they often don't sound as good as the ol' D-104.
Anyone care to nominate the 'top ten' BA-era mics?  Perhaps two lists are 
in order...'best sounding' and 'best looking'?
To tell the truth, I really don't know which of mine sounds best to me, 
as I usually end up with the D-104, being hesitant to offend the 'other' 
ear with a flat or dead mic.  Somehow the D-104 always sounds the best to 
most folks.

Of the better sounding 'ham' mics, I've heard the Astatic T-3 (bullet 
shaped, matches with the UG8 stand), JT-3 (one piece semi bullet), and 
the EV "Cardax" (9??).  Of course it follows that these are the same mics 
I never see at swaps, etc...

What do you guys think? 
73, and have a wonderful Thanksgiving
Chris KA8WFC


From owner-boatanchors@gnu.ai.mit.edu  Mon Nov 21 08:36:58 1994
Date: Mon, 21 Nov 1994 07:40:01 -0500
From: Michael Crestohl <mc@shore.net>
Message-Id: <199411211240.AA19950@shore.shore.net>
Subject: Buying equipment sight-unseen from someone you don't know.

Hi all BA enthusiasts:

Read several messages yesterday about shipping stuff by UPS.  I would be
pissed off too if this happened to me and would claim from UPS and the
shipping agency too. Don't be afraid to piss and moan loudly, including
the head office of the shipping agency too.  Check with the 800 information
as well - you may as well make the call on their dime.

However, I would not blame rec.radio.swap for a seller's inability or 
unwillingness to pack the goods properly.

I do not like to recommend the services of the "pack 'n ship" joints
because most of them don't know what they're doing and they DOUBLE the
UPS shipping costs as well as charging for packing services.  Rather I
would follow K4KYO Tony's excellent advice on packing equipment.  Save his
comments to a file and send it to any seller as your packing and shipping 
instructons. 
For small items I scrounge cartons from the liquor store (expensive, imported
stuff like Cognac and Scotch cartons are the best), but good sturdy cartons
are easily obtainable from U-Haul franchises everywhere if it comes to that.

My addition to this thread is:  

If you are buying something sight-unseen from someone you don't know, do
the following before sending your hard-earned $$$$

1.  Ask the seller for names and phone numbers of others who have purchased
    from him before and contact them for a reference.

2.  Use a U.S. Postal Money Order so if the deal goes sour and you suspect
    fraud you can turn to the Postal Inspection Service for an inquiry.

3.  Make it clear how you want the item(s) packed and shipped.

I have bought and sold many items through swap nets, The Yellow Sheets and
rec.radio.swap with no unpleasant memories.  

Rotsa Ruck!!

73,

Michael KH6KD/W1
mc@shore.net

From owner-boatanchors@gnu.ai.mit.edu  Mon Nov 21 16:14:37 1994
Date: Mon, 21 Nov 1994 12:01:12 -0500 (EST)
From: Tony Stalls <rstalls@access.digex.net>
Subject: Re: Buying equipment sight-unseen from someone you don't know.
Message-Id: <Pine.SUN.3.91.941121114129.25779J-100000@access1.digex.net>



On Mon, 21 Nov 1994, Michael Crestohl wrote:

> 2.  Use a U.S. Postal Money Order so if the deal goes sour and you suspect
>     fraud you can turn to the Postal Inspection Service for an inquiry.

Michael,

Good advice on buying!  I might be able to add a little help to the above 
"#2" comment.

I'm a retired US Secret Service agent and have worked with the Postal
Inspectors on a lot of occasions over my 22 year career.  They are a 
good outfit and their investigators are among the best, from both being 
good folks and competent investigators.  There are a couple of things 
I'd like to share about my experience with postal violations.

If the transaction goes through the mail at any level, like your sending a
check or money order, or you are answering an ad in a magazine that's sent
through the mail, they CAN become involved.  However, like most federal
law enforcement agencies, they are pitifully underfunded and understaffed,
so they have guidelines they follow to pick and choose which cases they
investigate.  Usually, it's when there's something reasonably serious,
or there's evidence that the offender has a history of fraud.  Crimes of 
violence (Post Office robberies, etc.) and employee integrity usually 
take priority.

That doesn't mean that I'm suggesting skipping reporting such to the
Postal Inspectors.  Quite the contrary!  How else can a fraudulent shipper
have a history with them if the alleged crimes aren't reported?  The irony
of it is that most people don't realize that there's a postal violation
involved and there may be a notorious perpetrator out there that never
gets investigated.  Also, there's always a good chance they will look
into the alleged violation anyway.

Step two:  Report the bad guy to his local police department's fraud 
squad.  They might be able to get his attention pretty effectively.

Fortunately, most hams seem to be good guys, or at least it used to be 
that way.  If they aren't and you have a verified call sign, at least you 
can find them and that's half the job done right there.

73,

Tony
K4KYO

From owner-boatanchors@gnu.ai.mit.edu  Mon Nov 21 20:15:46 1994
Message-Id: <m0r9hcL-0004GZC@aupair.cs.athabascau.ca>
Date: Mon, 21 Nov 94 15:53 MST
From: tech@cs.athabascau.ca (Richard Loken)
Subject: Re: contributing to the delinquency of a minor

Thanks for all the advice on seducing a 12 year old into the black arts.

Third honourable mention goes to N7OO who recommended that I get him an R390
and a BC610, why give him a better station the mine???  :)

Second honourable mention goes to N3PFF who suggested a helping him build a
receiver and then providing a conoe anchor.  I like that but I'm 1000km away
and can't afford $200.00 radios anyway.

First honourable mention goes to K6SQJ who suggested an S38A and to somebody
who warned of transformerless sets - not to worry, I like the S53A better.

The winner is Peter Irwin who suggested "200 Metres and Down" and a cheap
receiver who must share the nonexistant prize with several people who suggest
one of the electronic experimenter's kits.  I am going to order the book.

I am sending off a British book on building shortwave receivers (both hollow
and solid state) with a couple catalogues and I will keep my eyes open for
other addicting items that might be appropriate as time goes on.

---------------

Meanwhile I may be putting on licensing classes for a 10 yr old girl, 2 12 yr
old boys, and two adults.  If this trend continues my name will be on those
lists the police use to filter out inappropriate youth workers.  "There is
rumour of a known boatanchor curmudeon living in the area and concerned parents
are demanding that his name be released to the public."

  Richard Loken VE6BSV, Systems Programmer - VMS   : "...underneath those 
  Athabasca University				   : tuques we wear, our heads
  Athabasca, Alberta Canada			   : are naked!"
  ** tech@cs.athabascau.ca **                      :    - Aurthor Black

From owner-boatanchors@gnu.ai.mit.edu  Mon Nov 21 15:53:04 1994
Date: Mon, 21 Nov 1994 12:32:55 -0500
From: CCS_MAH@admin.fandm.edu (Mark Hemlick Ph. D.)
Subject: Re: Drake paint
Message-Id: <01HJQP02M4FMAM2KSL@ACAD.FANDM.EDU>

Hi Dan,

>What special paint,if any should I use? Flat black spray paint OK

The shipping damage to you B-line is really a shame.  Isn't there some law
against "boatanchor abuse"?  Anyway, about the paint.  I's suggest
automotive high temperature exhaust manifold or engine block paint.  The
manifold paint will withstand up to about 1200 deg. F, the block paint
about 500.  The block paint has a glossier finish and may look more like
the original.  Available at most any auto parts or discount store.  BTW, if
your a purist, Drake may have original equipment paint.  They're very nice
on the phone.

73 Mark KA3LFG


From owner-boatanchors@gnu.ai.mit.edu  Mon Nov 21 17:16:18 1994
Date: Mon, 21 Nov 1994 14:16:24 -0500
From: Nick England <nick@cs.unc.edu>
Message-Id: <199411211916.OAA00597@altair.cs.unc.edu>
Subject: forward - Collins 62S-1


rec.radio.swap #16707
>From: douga@cs_douga.rosemount.com (Doug Arntson)
Subject: Collins 62S-1
Date: Fri Nov 18 16:43:53 EST 1994

I have a Collins 62S-1 6/2 meter transverter intended for use with the
Collins S-line. I am planning on selling it and was wondering what the
market value of it is.

It is a one owner radio, mint condx, with original sales receipt.
I also have the manual and all inter-connecting cables.

Thanks,

Doug
WB0HRX

From owner-boatanchors@gnu.ai.mit.edu  Mon Nov 21 16:28:55 1994
Date: Mon, 21 Nov 1994 14:27:26 -0500
From: Nick England <nick@cs.unc.edu>
Message-Id: <199411211927.OAA00657@altair.cs.unc.edu>
Subject: forward - Heath stuff


rec.radio.swap #16760 (27 more)
>From: x90galbrait1@wmich.edu
Subject: More old stuff...
Date: Thu Nov 17 14:19:24 EST 1994
Organization: Western Michigan University
Lines: 7

Almost forgot,

Heath SWR bridge HM-15...perfect...$20
Heath Phone patch HD-15..perfect...$20

73, Chris KA8WFC

From owner-boatanchors@gnu.ai.mit.edu  Mon Nov 21 16:50:13 1994
Date: Mon, 21 Nov 1994 14:26:29 -0500
From: Nick England <nick@cs.unc.edu>
Message-Id: <199411211926.OAA00642@altair.cs.unc.edu>
Subject: forward - keys for sale


rec.radio.swap #16752
>From: thugwold@netcom.com (Mike Stute)
Subject: Ham keys FS
Date: Sun Nov 20 11:55:49 EST 1994
a friend of mine has a nice collection of keys he would like to sell.
i don't know anything about them (except what they are used for).
are there any collectors out there?
Mike

ps - he doesn't have net access, so please reply with phone #'s.

From owner-boatanchors@gnu.ai.mit.edu  Mon Nov 21 21:18:40 1994
Date: Mon, 21 Nov 1994 14:20:24 -0500
From: Nick England <nick@cs.unc.edu>
Message-Id: <199411211920.OAA00616@altair.cs.unc.edu>
Subject: forward - lots of stuff

Reply-To: remler@ll.mit.edu
================================

>From: remler@ll.mit.edu (Rick Ferranti)
Newsgroups: rec.radio.swap
Subject: Trade/Sell Classic Radio Collection
Date: 9 Nov 1994 13:44:40 GMT

FOR TRADE OR SALE:  Classic radio collection.  

Trading/sale items include:

1.  Pre-war communications receivers 
 
RCA ACR-175 (1936):  0.55 to 60 MHz coverage communications receiver in
long black-crackle metal case with a beautiful two-color "airplane" style
dial and  tuning eye signal strength indicator.  The dial has a precision,
very smooth two-speed drive mechanism with a bandspread pointer.  Crystal
filter with bandwidth and phasing controls, tone control, clever false eye
tube pilot light symmetrically placed across from real eye tube.  Uses a
tuned rf stage up to about 20 MHz.  Receiver is in excellent, unrestored
condition; I haven't tested it.  No speaker.  I have a nice manual copy
and a copy of the 1936 RADIO magazine review.

National NC-100X (1936):  The first of the National "sliding coil rack"
receivers; covers 0.55 to 30 MHz.  Beautiful "art deco" style two-color
front panel with HRO-style "PW" dial, tuned rf stage on all bands, crystal
filter with bandwidth and phasing controls,  tuning eye, 10 watts of
push-pull audio.  Receiver is in excellent, fully restored and operational
condition, with original 10" speaker in wooden cabinet, and original
manual.
 
HRO-M (late 30's):  A rackmount classic HRO using early non-octal tubes
(6D6, etc.).  With 3' high rack, and rackmount power supply, coil holder,
and speaker with National brass-and-ruby red insignia.  Coil sets supplied
cover 160 to 10 meters (the 0.9 to 2.0 coilset is a converted RAS unit,
all others are HRO coil sets).  Receiver has two tuned rf stages on all
bands, backlit "S" meter, crystal filter with bandwidth and phasing
controls, and of course the HRO "PW" dial.  In very good to excellent
condition, fully operational, with manual copy.

NC-101X (1938, early model with eye tube):  The ham-band only version of
the NC-100X above.  Plain black front panel, HRO dial, eye tube, crystal
filter, 10-watt push-pull audio, with full-dial coverage of
160-80-40-20-10 meter ham bands.  This receiver is in working condition,
but has been modified with miniature tubes in the rf, mixer, and
oscillator stages (modification could be undone by restoring original
octal sockets on a chassis plate; wiring is easily accessible).  Nice
clean condition, with original 10" speaker in newer cabinet, and original
manual. 

Hallicrafters SX-16 Super Skyrider (1937):  This is a classic pre-war
high-end Hallicrafters general coverage communications receiver with the
big beautiful silver main dial (with automatic pointer indexing) and the
fascinating 1000-degree spiral bandspread dial.    Covers 0.55 to 60 MHz
with a tuned rf stage on all bands.  With S-meter, crystal filter, and
tone control.  This particular example is all there with its original
black-crinkle cabinet and wrap-around chrome side trim, but needs to have
its front panel re-installed (supplied) and needs some "unmodification" of
wiring changes under the chassis.  One octal socket was removed and a
miniature socket installed in an adapter; can be easily undone.  There are
no chassis sheet metal changes.  Power transformer and S meter test good. 
No speaker.  With schematic and parts list, a clean receiver that would
make a fine restoration project.

National SW-3 (late 1930's):  The classic regenerative shortwave
receiver.  Tuned rf stage, regen detector, and audio amp; uses plug-in
coils.  This unit is more of a kit than a complete receiver -- it has the
original Velvet Vernier dial, knobs, and horizontal calibrated rf gain
control; cabinet in good shape with a phone jack added in lower right
corner.  Needs one six-pin National coil socket and the S-101 impedance
network; a new National shield can and inductor (supplied) can be
substituted for the latter.  Two dummy coil forms included.  With a little
searching for a part or two, and some simple wiring work you can have a
nice operating SW-3.  I have copies of the instruction book and a complete
coilwinding information packet. 


2.  Pre-war allwave receivers 

General Electric K-80 tombstone (1933):  A massive, handsome allwave
receiver covering 0.55 to 18 MHz using an "airplane" style dial; single rf
stage on bottom 3 bands; on the highest frequency band two rf stages are
used.  Sturdy tombstone style cabinet in good condition but could use some
polishing or light refinishing; speaker cloth, dial, and knobs are very
good.  This receiver was advertised in QST as a standby ham rig; with two
rf stages on 20 meters it probably outperformed all but the then-new HRO. 
Unrestored; the tubes light so the power transformer is good.  Missing one
tube shield; stiff dial needs lubrication.  With schematic.

Lafayette C-53 tabletop (1935):  An unusual allwave set covering 200 kHz
to 36 MHz with a multicolor "airplane" style dial lit according to the
band.  This is an AC-DC set using 15 tubes (!) including push-pull
parallel 43's in the audio output stage, tuned rf stage on all bands,
tuning eye, noise limiter, and three-step variable selectivity.  A very
sensitive, selective, unusually attractive receiver.  Restored wrap-around
cabinet with mahogany veneer and pretty chrome dial escutcheon and false
eye tube pilot light symmetrically placed with the tuning eye.  Fully
electrically restored and operational; the chassis looks pretty rough but
is clean.  With external (modern) speaker with output transformer and
schematic copy.


3.  Postwar transmitters

Heath AT-1/AC-1 (1951):  Heath's first amateur transmitter; covers 80-10
meters CW in four bands with 6L6 ouput tube.  This unit is in good
physical condition with original power transformer and meter; works fine
on all bands.  A small (1/8") pilot light and spot switch added on either
side of on-off switch; holes do not obscure panel lettering.  Cabinet
could use light repainting.  Matching AC-1 antenna coupler with integral
low-pass filter is in excellent condition.  With original "condensed"
manual.  

Gonset Commander (1954):  Very small early mobile crystal controlled
transmitter running about 30 -40 watts into a 6146 modulated by a pair of
7C5's, covers 160 to 6 meters using plug-in final coils hidden behind a
cute front-panel door.  The size of two paperback books stacked on top of
one another, this rig is a kind of mini-Ranger transmitter.  Requires
6/12V filament and 300 volts B+.  With one plug-in coil set; front panel
is a bit worn and case has mounting holes in it, but innards look fine. 
Untested, with manual copy.

Elmac A-54 (1952):  Earliest Elmac rig, companion to the PMR-6 receiver. 
Covers 5 bands (80, 20, 10, 11 and "X" -- another ham band with a
user-supplied coil) with built-in VFO; runs an 807 in the final with plate
modulation.  This unit is in good physical shape but the dial markings
have a couple of streaks.  Works fine, with original manual.

Elmac AF-67 with power supply (1956):  The updated, much classier and
prettier version of the A-54; covers 160 through 10 meters with built-in
VFO; 6146 in final, plate modulated.  Supplied with matching AC/DC power
supply.  Very nice condition but untested, with manual copies.


4.  Postwar receivers 

Knight Span Master (late 1950's):  Three-tube regenerative shortwave
receiver with main and bandspread dials covering 0.55 to 30 MHz.  Good
cosmetic shape and innards are complete but need some work; one wafer of
the simple two-wafer bandswitch is broken but a ceramic substitute is
provided.  With manual copy.

Hallicrafters SX-110 (1959):  General coverage 0.55 to 30 MHz
communications receiver with ham bandspread, "S" meter, crystal filter
with variable selectivity and phasing, and rf stage on all ranges. 
Working condition, decent physical condition, but could use some cleaning,
lubrication, and alignment.  With manual copy.

Raytheon early transistor set (1955):  A brown-leather cased early
Raytheon set, model 8TP2.  In good physical shape but untested.  It has a
CK-759 converter, (2) CK-760's for the IF amp and oscillator, and (4)
CK721's for the audio drivers and output.  Gold top-mounted on/off-volume
and tuning knobs, gold speaker grill and pretty Raytheon logo.

Davco DR-30 (1965):  A very compact, high performance, early
FET-transistorized ham-band communications receiver covering 80-6 meters,
10 MHz WWV, and two other user-installed 500 kHz bands.  Has a Collins
mechanical filter for 2.1 kHz SSB operation, plus a 500 Hz crystal CW
filter and a 6 kHz ceramic AM filter.  Also includes an adjustable noise
blanker, AGC, i-f notch filter, and "S" meter.  Looking like a
miniaturized Drake receiver about the size of two paperback books stacked
on top of each other, the technology in this receiver was far ahead of its
time.  Runs on 12 volts DC.  This unit is in good operational and physical
condition but has a (professionally made) reproduction cabinet.  With
complete, highly detailed manual copy.


Photos are available for any of the above sets.  Trading any/all for
pre-war telegraph keys, including spark straight keys, McElroy keys, early
Vibroplex, Les Logan, other unusual make/design bugs, or radios/equipment
made by Remler Company of San Francisco, California.  Also considering
cash offers for the entire lot for pickup in the Boston area.  Many old
radio parts and other radio electronics items will also be available to
potential buyers.  Please write or email; no phone calls accepted.  Rick
Ferranti, WA6NCX, 254 Florence Avenue, Arlington, Massachusetts 
02174-7248;  email:  remler@ll.mit.edu



From owner-boatanchors@gnu.ai.mit.edu  Mon Nov 21 17:34:08 1994
Date: Mon, 21 Nov 1994 14:25:43 -0500
From: Nick England <nick@cs.unc.edu>
Message-Id: <199411211925.OAA00637@altair.cs.unc.edu>
Subject: forward - old tubes wanted


reply-to: rmp@mlb.semi.harris.com

>From: rmp@cica.mlb.semi.harris.com (Russ Pate)
Subject: Pre-1920's Vacuum Tubes Wanted
Date: Sun Nov 20 10:55:34 EST 1994

WANTED:  REALLY OLD VACUUM TUBES
--------------------------------


I would like to start a collection of 
really old vacuum tubes, like the ones
shown in the 1976 Vintage Radio Book.


I am not interested in OA1's, 6AK6's
or anything like that.  What I am looking
for are tubes made between 1905 and 1915,
or any tubes made by Western Electric, particularly
VT1's, VT2's, 20X's, 21X's, or large transmitting
tubes by Western Electric, but definitely pre-1920. Anything
that appears to be experimental or handmade would
be of interest also, like a Deforest Audion (I wish). 


Russ Pate WB4VVN
235 Sandpine Road
Indialantic, FL 32903
(407) 777-1759
rmp@mlb.semi.harris.com

From owner-boatanchors@gnu.ai.mit.edu  Mon Nov 21 17:20:07 1994
Date:     Mon, 21 Nov 94 15:35:47 EST
From: Clark Fishman (FSAC-FCD) <cfishman@fsac3.pica.army.mil>
Subject:  Grand
Message-Id:  <9411211535.aa10983@FSAC3.PICA.ARMY.MIL>

To be Grand Curmudgeon, multiply the total weight of your boatanchors
by the size of your hernia tuss and divide by your age.....

The highest number wins   .... ..

wa2unn

From owner-boatanchors@gnu.ai.mit.edu  Mon Nov 21 20:09:44 1994
Date: Mon, 21 Nov 1994 14:56:45 -0500
From: Nick England <nick@cs.unc.edu>
Message-Id: <199411211956.OAA00773@altair.cs.unc.edu>
Subject: hamfest report - benson NC


Benson NC - small hamfest - a National Guard armory full of dealers and
flea marketeers, plus about 40 tailgaters.

RCA marine rcvr - went to Boatanchor Bob NA4G
BC-1011 rcvr plus p/s - looked like Hammarlunds?? $75 for a pair
militarized NC-100 - good shape $20
HQ-105TR - fair $15
DX-40 - no cabinet, rough $15 - I got this and the DX-40
EFJ 275w matchbox, awful. I offered $5 but the guy laughed. was gone when
	I went back to offer $10. Looked like it had been in a fire, but
	guy claimed it worked
EFJ 275w matchbox w/SWR bridge, good $60 (I took this home instead)
Hallicrafter Loudenboomer linear $450
Hallicrafters SX-71 $150 unsold
several Heath HW-16 $25-50
Heath HW-101 $??
Drake 2C+2CQ+2NT $140 unsold (nice condx and a nice set-up)
early early National with plug-in coils FBM-3 or something like that ? 
	$400 unsold
DX-100 good $125
several carloads of old test gear/tubes/parts from estates or radio/TV shops
2 Electrovoice 626? Cardyne I mikes $50
2 RCA Ribbon mikes $100

All in all, a nice selection for a small fest - re-inforces my notion
that intresting old stuff often shows up at rural hamfests
Nick KD4CPL


From owner-boatanchors@gnu.ai.mit.edu  Mon Nov 21 13:37:28 1994
Date: Mon, 21 Nov 1994 10:16:38 -0500 (EST)
From: Tony Stalls <rstalls@access.digex.net>
Subject: Re: Hammarlund gain pot switch
Message-Id: <Pine.SUN.3.91.941121095033.25779A-100000@access1.digex.net>

To      : paul Veltman <veltman@netcom.com>
Cc      :
Attchmnt:
Subject : Re: Hammarlund gain pot switch
----- Message Text -----

Good Morning Paul,

No, the 1.5K/10K isn't a standard value and I remember those pot kits too. 
Clarostat made them, but the local distributor told me that they quit
about 12 years ago; however, somebody here mentioned that Allen Bradley
may still make them.  I'm going to call Newark and Mouser later today.

Hank van Cleef was kind enough to give me step-by-step instructions on how
to disassemble the pot and how he once repaired a switch.  I did so, but
it appears that my switch is riveted together differently that what he
described and I can't get to the contacts to make the fix Hank described. 
I checked the Antique Electronic Supply catalogue and they have a switch
that appears similar, but now I have to wait and see if it will fit and
in the interim, hope that I don't lose any of the pieces while it's in 
transit. 

You know though Paul, little things like this are what make keeping these
old rigs alive fun.  The other great thing about it is that it's like the
"traditional amateur radio" I've alluded to earlier.  Sharing information,
parts, theories, advice, etc. and then putting it all together by getting
on the air is what my idea of what real ham radio is all about.  That's
what made it so much fun for me 30-40 years ago and joining BA has made me
feel as if I've passed through a time warp back to the good old days. 

Sorry to get so philosophical, but again thanks for your help.  

73,

Tony
K4KYO

From owner-boatanchors@gnu.ai.mit.edu  Mon Nov 21 18:36:44 1994
Date: 21 Nov 1994 15:50:15 -0400 (EDT)
From: QUACK <MUSCORJ@hsdwl.utc.com>
Subject: Hammarlund RF Gain Control
Message-Id: <01HJQVUY6Z4I0020G4@utrcgw.utc.com>

A long time ago I installed an On/Offswitch in the upper left hand corner of
my -180A where the "H" (for Hammarlund) is.
This trick saves the on/off switch on the back of the RF Gain Control but
more importantly-the pot itself.
I know-now I have wear and tear if I go to "manual" control; but, it saves
wear and tear every time I turn the boatanchor on.

Ron

From owner-boatanchors@gnu.ai.mit.edu  Tue Nov 22 02:48:26 1994
Date: Mon, 21 Nov 1994 23:36:10 -0500 (EST)
From: Tony Stalls <rstalls@access.digex.net>
Subject: Re: Hammarlund RF Gain Control
Message-Id: <Pine.SUN.3.91.941121232207.11722A-100000@access1.digex.net>



On Mon, 21 Nov 1994, QUACK wrote:

> A long time ago I installed an On/Offswitch in the upper left hand corner of
> my -180A where the "H" (for Hammarlund) is.

Ron,

>From a technical point of view, what you did sounds like it might be a
good idea, but I have a problem making modifications to old radios.  I'm
in the process of "unconverting" a Globe Scout 680 right now back to the
6V6 oscillator from an old 6AG7 modification.  I would never drill an
original panel. 

I mentioned this before in a discussion about a BC-348.  Technology has 
passed these old boatanchors by and if I want performance, I'll use a 
present generation rig.  However, the fun of it to me is chasing down and 
fabricating parts to restore them to their original condition to use them 
as I did when they were in production and caused this (then) kid drool 
all over the pages of QST and CQ.  If an orignal part poops out, the fun 
starts all over again. :-)

In the case of looking for a replacement for the RF gain pot with the bad
switch, I've learned a lot about how they were made, who made them, and
hopefully, how to put this one back together when the switch part arrives. 
I've enjoyed swapping and sharing the information too. 

73,

Tony
K4KYO


From owner-boatanchors@gnu.ai.mit.edu  Mon Nov 21 12:04:49 1994
Date: Mon, 21 Nov 1994 10:36:08 -0500
From: CCS_MAH@admin.fandm.edu (Mark Hemlick Ph. D.)
Subject: Re: HQ-180-AX Part Needed
Message-Id: <01HJQKX9K4MEAM2I6B@ACAD.FANDM.EDU>

Hi Tony:


>Anyway, the pot is a 1.5K, 10K, with a SPST switch.  It's original 
>Clarostat part number is 4735-01-16000 140-6904.  Any ideas???


This sounds very similar to the RF, AF, on/off pot-switch on my drake
TR4-CW.  I'll check the specs tonite and get back to you.  If they're the
same, Drake still has 'em, cost about $9.00.

73 Mark KA3LFG


From owner-boatanchors@gnu.ai.mit.edu  Mon Nov 21 19:28:00 1994
Message-Id: <9411212048.AA00804@bobcat.etsu.edu>
Date: Mon, 21 Nov 1994 14:46:13 -0600
From: wier@bobcat.etsu.edu (Bob Wier)
Subject: Old Rigs

At 10:16 AM 11/21/94 -0500, Tony Stalls wrote:

 I was thumbing thru the latest Nuts & Volts magazine this morning while
I was giving an exam (boring!), and found they had an article on vintage
tube type gear. They also noted the rising prices!

Kind of interesting!

73 de WB5KXH


 --    Round Up the Usual Disclaimers!     --
Bob Wier, CS Dept., East Texas State University
   wier@bobcat.etsu.edu - keeper of the
    Adobe Photoshop, Motorola MC68HC11,
Icom Radio and Overland Trails mailing lists



From owner-boatanchors@gnu.ai.mit.edu  Mon Nov 21 17:27:37 1994
Message-Id: <9411211946.AA25976@wrdis01.robins.af.mil>
Date: Mon, 21 Nov 94 14:46:52 -0500
From: lakeith@wrdis01.robins.af.mil ( Larry Keith Mr.)
Subject: On the net again!

Hi Larry,

Well I've taken the plunge and signed up for netcom so I can get back in touch
with all the folks I used to know electronically.  Of course one of the first
priorities is to get back on the boatanchors mailing list.  Can you help me with
that by telling me who to contact?

......stuff deleted....

Take care,

Jim - KM6NK

also:

jlockwd@ix.netcom.com


----------------------------------------------------

Thought you folks who know Jim might want his new e-mail address..

73,

Larry, KQ4BY

From owner-boatanchors@gnu.ai.mit.edu  Mon Nov 21 21:13:24 1994
Date: Sun, 20 Nov 94 06:10:16 UTC
Message-Id: <231@ki5sl.ampr.org>
From: ki5sl@ki5sl.ampr.org (Rick_Blank)
Subject: Re: Re: Drake paint

In message <01HJQP02M4FMAM2KSL@ACAD.FANDM.EDU> Mark Hemlick Ph. D. writes:
> Hi Dan,
> 
> >What special paint,if any should I use? Flat black spray paint OK
> 
> The shipping damage to you B-line is really a shame.  Isn't there some law
> against "boatanchor abuse"?  Anyway, about the paint.  I's suggest
> automotive high temperature exhaust manifold or engine block paint.  The
> manifold paint will withstand up to about 1200 deg. F, the block paint
> about 500.  The block paint has a glossier finish and may look more like
> the original.  Available at most any auto parts or discount store.  BTW, if
> your a purist, Drake may have original equipment paint.  They're very nice
> on the phone.
> 
> 73 Mark KA3LFG
> 
> 


I don't really reccomend the exaust manifold paint, it has to be 
"cured" at high temperatures or it can get soft at the kind of 
temperatures that are found on radio cabinets...I found this out 
on the pseudo-muffler that is the waste-gate blow-off on my Yamaha 
Seca Turbo 650 motorcycle...regular paint will withstand the 
temperatures that the rigs SHOULD run at and the Krylon Semi-Flat 
Black matches the luster originally found on the cases...Flat 
Black, or in Krylon's case, Ultra Flat Black, is just too flat to 
look "factory". 

Krylon also makes a line of paints calle "Soft Shades Satin 
Enamel."  There is a Dove Grey in this line that very closely 
matches the color of the Hallicrafters grey used on the SR-150 and 
SR-400A that I have...in fact, I shot a light coat of Krylon White 
Clean Metal Primer over the case of the 400 (it was badly chipped 
and scratched) after feather edging the scratches and then shot on 
a textured coat of the Dove Grey....under natural sunlight, 
flourescent, or incandescent light, there is no look of being 
refinished, it just looks right....I also used this paint to 
refinish the front panel of one of my R-390/URR's and it matches 
the original grey almost exactly (Collins Radio Co. S/N:2892). The 
R-390A's that I have, though, use a darker shade of grey that I 
haven't found yet!

I sprayed the stripped and etched panel with the white primer here 
again and then applied smooth coats of the Dove Grey.  After 
baking in about an 150-175 degree oven for most of the evening, I 
let it cool and the next day carefully buffed the front panel with 
a liquid car polish and the finish looks original...the letters I 
filled in with white latex paint.... 

I used phosphoric acid to etch 
the bright aluminum slightly to give the material a better "tooth" 
to grab the primer with and to clean the metal absoloutely 
pristinely...this is a trick I used in automobile restoration to 
acheive the highest quality paint finishes that would not chip as 
readily, even with cellulose based lacquers which are very brittle 
but which some car buffs want their cars to be painted with. 

I will usually etch any bright metal I refinish, steel or 
aluminum, to eliminate any surface rust and to gain that extra bit 
of adhesion...just don't go too far, hi! Be sure and wash off the 
acid with a decent quality dishwashing liquid like Dawn to 
neutralize any residual acid and to take the last vestiges of oil 
from the surface and don't touch the surface with your bare 
fingers! 

I will not etch when there is any paint remaining o the article to 
refinish as I don't think that you can really get rid of all the 
acid when paint is involved.... 

Just my 2 pennies... 

Rick Blank, KI5SL
ki5sl@sat.ampr.org
2223 Blanco Road
San Antonio, Texas 78212
end


From owner-boatanchors@gnu.ai.mit.edu  Mon Nov 21 03:44:49 1994
Date: Sun, 20 Nov 1994 23:49:44 -0700
Message-Id: <9411210649.AA54158@acs6.acs.ucalgary.ca>
From: "Deane D. McIntyre"  <dmcintyr@acs.ucalgary.ca>
Subject: Replacing Paper Caps

A quick question for the group-
It seems popular to replace paper caps with Orange Drops or other
tubular caps. Is there any problem in using disc ceramic caps of the
appropriate voltage ratings? For some reason this does not seem to be
popular, must be a reason that I have missed?

73, Deane D McIntyre VE6BPO
dmcintyr@acs.ucalgary.ca


From owner-boatanchors@gnu.ai.mit.edu  Mon Nov 21 10:59:41 1994
From: Scott_Johnson-AZAX60@email.sps.mot.com
Date: 21 Nov 94 07:24:36 -0600
Subject: RE>Replacing Paper Caps
Message-Id: <"Macintosh */PRMD=MOT/ADMD=MOT/C=US/"@MHS>


        Reply to:   RE>Replacing Paper Caps
The reason (at least in RF circuits) would be the relatively low "Q" exhibited 
by ceramic discs.  In most bypass applications, however, ceramics will suffice, 
as a low "Q" is beneficial in preventing unwanted resonances.

--------------------------------------
Date: 11/21/94 2:15 AM
To: Scott Johnson
>From: dmcintyr@acs.ucalgary.ca@azbcs
A quick question for the group-
It seems popular to replace paper caps with Orange Drops or other
tubular caps. Is there any problem in using disc ceramic caps of the
appropriate voltage ratings? For some reason this does not seem to be
popular, must be a reason that I have missed?

73, Deane D McIntyre VE6BPO
dmcintyr@acs.ucalgary.ca




From owner-boatanchors@gnu.ai.mit.edu  Mon Nov 21 21:01:03 1994
From: rdkeys@csemail (R. D. Keys)
Message-Id: <9411212130.AA134186@csemail.cropsci.ncsu.edu>
Subject: Re:  RMCA rcvr and boatanchor museum display shindig
Date: Mon, 21 Nov 94 16:30:47 EST

Nick....

Now that I got all this typed in, I think I will just carbon it to
the BA group for the info.

> 
> I found that rcvr I told you about at the Benson hamfest. John Burgwyn
> had gotten it at Shelby and not Dave Rawley as I thought. Anyway, I picked
> it up for you. I gave it to Tim and told him it was for you. I also found
> a militarized NC-100 which I bought hoping you or Tim would be there to take
> the beast off my hands. He took it. whew!

Yeah, I know John.  He is a FB boatanchorite of the first water.

Thanks for the rcvr.

I got it from Tim.  It is in pretty fair shape, other than a well dinged
front panel (I can take it off and sandwich it between a couple of boards
and rugs and pound away with a brass hammer to flatten it).  It is interesting
that the date stamped on the front panel was 1960.  I did not realise
that they made it that late.  Anyway, I will be trying to get the parts
necessary to sheetmetal a cabinet for it, per spec, and then it should
be a good working receiver.  I am going to try to bring it up in a couple
of days, when I get my batteries recharged.  You wouldn't know of the
whereabouts of some shock mounts for such a cabinet would you (any mil
thing should do, but my junk box is nil on them) --- the standard ones
were 3 inchers.  When they come without a case, like that, they were pulled
from marine consoles, rather than were separates as are sometimes found.
I would love to find a complete 1960 or so 5U RMCA console somewhere.....

Oh, well, we can all dream, right!

> 
> sorry I missed your WWII shindig but we had company and I couldn't get away.

It was quite interesting.  About 200 folks showed up, methinks.  The
running rigs were a Patrol Torpedo (PT) Boat TCS on dynamotors, and a B-17
Bomber Liason set (BC-375/BC-348) on dynamotors.  The static displays
were about 50 in number, plus documentation of various kinds.  Briefly
they were:

1.  SCR-193 Scout Car Radio Set (BC-191/BC-312) in reproduction scout car
    mounting case.

2.  Little Brother BC-223 (lil bro to the BC-191).

3.  BC-611 walkie talkie.  A complete one and a broken open one were
    there so the guts could be seen.

4.  SCR-178/179  ``mule'' radio set.  I used to run this one on Field Day,
    but we could not find the power supply anywhere to get it running for
    the shindig --- it is buried amid tons of other such boatanchors, 
    as is said, ... somewhere ...).

5.  BC-474 radio set (RCA aircraft equipment in mil case).  This one
    had special markings that may have indicated the set was used by the
    intellegence services, no BC number was on the identiplate, but it is
    the same beastie.

6.  TBW/RBM radio set.  This fine dinosaur set was also used on field days
    back about 1980, when I was a foolish youngun.... (:+}}.....  Running
    it on the 350 lb MG set was a gas, back then.  Now it is a first class
    hernia maker.

7.  RMCA ET-8019A/AR-8506B Merchant Marine HF desktop radio equipment
    (and a display of wwII merchant mariners documents, shipboard news
    papers [published by the sparks], FCC licenses, dock passes, ships
    papers, etc.).  This set is the main set from my boatanchor shack.
    It works fine, although, once every few years some OO that does not
    understand what a 1938 designed rig should sound like gives me fits.
    This tx is a 4 tube 3 stage design using an 807 osc/buff and a pair
    of 813's finals.  The receiver is hot as a firecracker, but nil on
    dial calibration.
    
8.  SCR-274/N  and earlier  RU/GF (SCR ???) aircraft radio equipment.
    We had everything but the bloody plugs for the SCR-274 --- gotta find
    some of those plugs.

9.  Canadian/Russian No. 19 Set, Mk II.

10.  Stromberg Carlson and RCA prewar classic wooden homefront table radios.
     A speech by Roosevelt before Congress asking that war be declared was
     playing in the background.

11.  Arvin and Sentinel post-war table radios.  These showed the trend
     to tiny plastiches/metalliches kitchen/bedroom radios after the war.
     The days of the big consoles, had gone.  Consumerism and arisen.

12.  CBS and NBC microphones with call sign hoods.  The NBC chimes were
     also on display.  They sounded a bit arthritic, but still of the
     proper tone.

13.  National HRO-5 and pics of its military equivalents (RAS, etc.).

14.  Hammarlund RBG (HQ-120X in mil clothing).

15.  Captured German radio equipment (a display of 6 pieces from the
     military and one Volksempfanger ``peoples radio''.  This piece was
     asbolutely immaculate, and there were display books and pictures
     from the war years about this one.  The other 6 were the basic
     field/tank/luftwaffe sets of the era.

16.  Captured Japanese radio equipment (a display of field telephone,
     vhf walkie-talkie, and test equipment).

17.  Gibson Girl transmitter with a mannequin set up in uniform cranking
     away on her.  Years ago, I had to jump off a 30 foot tower into an
     olympic sized pool, pop a raft, climb in, and crank away on little
     miss Gibson....., wat a gal!  We had her B+ disconnected to keep any
     kids from SOSing automatically, tho.....

18.  British R-1155 aircraft navigation/comm receiver.

19.  BC-1306, RT-12/TRC-2 portable manpack equipments.  The 1306 is the
     3.6-6.8 mhz version while the RT-12 is the 2-3.4 mhz version.

20.  SCR-211 Frequency meter.

21.  LM Frequency meter (in the somewhate rare metal carying case that
     resembles the SCR-211).

22.  Abott TR-4 WERS (Wartime Emergency Radio Service) 112mcs transceiver.

23.  Documentation relating to the fall of Corregidor and the radioman
     who was sending the last messages that received fame in the video
     documentary ``Empire of the Air'' and was published in American
     Heritage in 1966.  The same fellow, Irving Strobing/N4FLW  was there
     to answer questions and had a scrapbook of pictures of the Manilla
     radio systems at the start of the war.

24.  Documentation on the AACS radio system for flying the Burma ``hump''
     including a scrapbook and photos of one of the radio ops there, running
     BC-191/BC-312 in the jungles.  He, Walter Van Giesen, Jr./AB4DQ, was
     also there to answer questions.

25.  Documentation relating to hams killed in action, women in the radio
     end of the war effort, wartime parts shortages and meter drives, etc,
     too numerous to remember, right off.....

There were a few other things, but I don't remember them right off....
     
A message table was set up and a couple dozen messages were passed back and
forth via the working radios and then relayed to the nets by hand carry to
the traffic nets.

Those responsibe for the shindig were:

1.  N4IQA,  Robert P. ``Tim'' Buehlmann, from whose collection much of the
    equipment was obtained.

2.  K4SAN,  David E.  Thomas, from whose collection the British R-1155 and
    the 6 German pieces were obtained.

3.  KA4PSN, Robert D. Delius, IV, from whose collection some of the Japanese
    pieces originally came.

4.  NA4G,  Robert D. Keys, from whose collection the RMCA gear and associated
    papers and documentation came.

5.  W0UCE, Jack A. Ritter, an ol' diesel fleet boat RM submariner who used
    to run TCS gear, etc., and passed much of the traffic.

6.  AC4ZO, Jeffrey A. Wittich, an Internetter/Boatanchorite/QRPite who
    helped man the running stations and passed traffic.

7.  WA4BPJ, Michael Murphy, helpful hand with the general equipment setup
    and teardown.

8.  KN4AQ, Gary J. Pearce, our resident video cinematographer took a great
    run of video for the club archives.

> 
> have fun,
> Nick
> 

We had GREAT FUN running/displaying the boatanchors.  Full QSK on real
dinosaurs of the first firebottling, crackling great and wondrous holes
in the ether, amid the whine of real dynamotors, was an absolute GAS!

The lugging two big vans packed till the springs squeeked was not fun tho...
The dial on my ET-8019A did not survive the moving (the steel cable broke)
and I had one devil of a time restringing some 6 feet of new 1/32 7 strand
steel dial cable).

Ya' all missed a goodun', fer sure!

73
Bob
NA4G
rdkeys@csemail.cropsci.ncsu.edu

**************************************************************************
*  73 TU SU VA DE NA4G             ``Boat Anchor Bob'', an ol' CW fart.  *
**************************************************************************
*  Morse has been in the family for over 100 years.                      *
*  Morse radiotelegraphy (Spark/CW) has been in the family since 1914.   *
**************************************************************************
*  May you have fair winds and following seas on your watch at the key.  *
************************************************************************** 


From owner-boatanchors@gnu.ai.mit.edu  Mon Nov 21 06:31:03 1994
From: ab4el@Cybernetics.NET (Stephen Modena)
Message-Id: <9411210957.AA12817@Cybernetics.NET>
Subject: Shipping woes
Date: Mon, 21 Nov 1994 04:57:06 -0500 (EST)

For what it's worth....and I'm not very sympathetic.  :^)

I always use UPS to ship *anything* safely...even sandstone rocks
of various weights, geometries and fragility--containing 100,000,000
year old plant fossils. 

This summer the rocks were individually wrapped in two-sheets of
newprint, griddled once with masking tape and packed in space-filling
manner in corregated boxes the size that a desk dictionary would fit in.
I used no barrier layers of peanuts or rigid foam or double-boxing.
Of more than a dozen such boxes shipped thusly from Sydney, NE, only
one arrived in NC in damaged condition--externally, but all of the more
than 75 rocks were undamaged. Not bad for two hours effort packing them.

This week an Atlas 210X arrived for me to try out. George K1ANX actually
*cared* that the radio would be in one piece when it got here...so
he recycled a computer monitor shipping box (the foamed-in urethane
kind).  The radio fit the monitor cavity just fine with the help of a 
couple of bubble-pak sheets. 

UPS rarely destroys their customers' packages.  Most times it is
shipper laziness...or shipper stupidity.  :^)

--
73/Steve/AB4EL    ab4el@Cybernetics.NET



From owner-boatanchors@gnu.ai.mit.edu  Mon Nov 21 14:21:09 1994
Date: Mon, 21 Nov 1994 11:20:24 -0500 (EST)
From: Tony Stalls <rstalls@access.digex.net>
Subject: Re: Shipping woes
Message-Id: <Pine.SUN.3.91.941121110856.25779G-100000@access1.digex.net>



On Mon, 21 Nov 1994, Stephen Modena wrote:

> For what it's worth....and I'm not very sympathetic.  :^)

Maybe not, but everybody has the right to whine every now and then! ;-)

> I always use UPS to ship *anything* safely...even sandstone rocks
> of various weights, geometries and fragility--containing 100,000,000
> year old plant fossils. 

I've wondered how to tell how old those things are.  I have a fossil fish 
that I've wondered about and I can't seem to find my carbon 14 gadget.

> one arrived in NC in damaged condition--externally, but all of the more
> than 75 rocks were undamaged. Not bad for two hours effort packing them.

It is indeed comforting to know that UPS can ship rocks without damaging 
them.  ;-)

> This week an Atlas 210X arrived for me to try out. George K1ANX actually
> *cared* that the radio would be in one piece when it got here...so
> he recycled a computer monitor shipping box (the foamed-in urethane
> kind).  The radio fit the monitor cavity just fine with the help of a 
> couple of bubble-pak sheets. 

Back in the days when hard drives were $25/megabyte, I had my 44 MB
rebuilt (for $350) and it came back in a 2 foot cube that was full of
foam.  I used it to ship some piece of radio gear.  That polyfoam is great
but expensive.  Carpet padding is less expensive, especially if you pick 
up scraps from the carpet shop.

> UPS rarely destroys their customers' packages.  Most times it is
> shipper laziness...or shipper stupidity.  :^)

I think the shipper was clearly at fault in the case cited.  As I 
mentioned, UPS routinely opens packages to inspect the packing here and 
they should have done it there.  If the shipper used Mail Boxes or some 
other forwarder (that usually charge 10-plus percent on the shipping 
charge and for packing) as requested, it probably went on its way with 
the incompetent pcckaging without being looked at. 

73,

Tony
K4KYO

From owner-boatanchors@gnu.ai.mit.edu  Mon Nov 21 19:38:54 1994
Message-Id: <9411212024.AA3077@hqsmtp.ops.3com.com>
From: Joe Reda/HQ/3Com <Joe_Reda@3mail.3com.com>
Date: 21 Nov 94 12:20:26 EDT
Subject: Re: Shipping woes

I used to work for a computer retail company that used UPS.  One fine day,
after lodging a complaint, we were told "Well, packages should be packed
so as to withstand a 50-foot drop on any side."  That day we terminated use of
UPS and began shipping everything FedEx.  However, I've never lost anything
 via UPS, though sometimes they seem to have problems reading addresses, 
even clearly written out addresses.

As for packaging, I always box 'em up myself in such a way that the BA could
survive a trip to Siberia and back.  I never trust anyone but me to do that 
part 
of the job.


\\Joe KC6TXU


From owner-boatanchors@gnu.ai.mit.edu  Mon Nov 21 21:44:28 1994
From: haynes@cats.ucsc.edu (Jim Haynes)
Date: Mon, 21 Nov 1994 17:13:18 -0800
Message-Id: <199411220113.RAA21032@hobbes.UCSC.EDU>
Subject: Re: Shipping woes

Well a 50 foot drop sounds a little extreme, but that item got me to thinking
about a talk I heard when I worked for Teletype years ago.  The company had
an annual engineers' convocation and one year one of the speakers was an
engineer from the department that designed shipping packages.  He showed us
some of the equipment they used for testing; I sorta remember something about
a big barrel that tumbled the test package, and various other torture tests.
He went on to suggest ways that we design engineers could design things to
improve their survivability in shipping.  Someone from the audience asked
him to rank different shipping methods.  I don't remember the complete
ranking, but nobody was surprised that USPS generated the most shipping
damage.

There was also some talk about how they designed shipping packages.  In those
days it was just about all corrugated cardboard, no foam of either the
rigid or soft variety.  There was an illustration of some piece of equipment
which often arrived in the field with a certain relay damaged in a certain
way.  They eventually discovered that a flap of cardboard was hitting the
relay terminals in shipping.  Now ordinarily the relay terminals are much
stronger than the cardboard, so if you pressed the cardboard against the
terminals it would simply puncture.  But this flap was apparently getting
accelerated to high speed and in that condition it could damage the relay.
Makes you think of the accounts of tornadoes, where ordinarily soft things
are found to have penetrated ordinarily hard things.

Then I remember there was an instrument (joltmeter?) that would measure
and record shock.  Two high school girls in different parts of the country
collaborated on a science fair project in which they got one of these
instruments and shipped it back and forth between them, using various means
of packing and shipping and recording the amount of shock received in each
transit.

From owner-boatanchors@gnu.ai.mit.edu  Mon Nov 21 13:44:16 1994
From: djw@unlinfo.unl.edu (daniel wright)
Message-Id: <9411211525.AA21842@unlinfo.unl.edu>
Subject: shipping/whining/learning!
Date: Mon, 21 Nov 1994 09:25:27 -0600 (CST)





Wow! Now THIS is what makes this list and all you folk so great!!
I want to thank everyone who responded to my whining about 
disappointing deals and shipping/packing,etc. A LOAD of info was 
gathered along with some plain 'ol nice words!

I only reported MY experiences.....I have made some good deals on
r.r.swap and a bunch of shall I say,"dissapointing" ones lately. It
seems the major problem for me has been shipping or more correctly
"packaging" of the items purchased.

I have had excellent luck with UPS overall. However,someone I know
who works in the shipping business told me that if you approach the
upper weight limit for UPS shippable stuff,you had better make sure
the stuff is packed REAL WELL. The heavy boxes are just harder to 
handle(and you can read what you want into that).This person told me
NEVER NEVER NEVER ship a piece of electronic gear in a box marked
"books" or "library material". If the box is heavy for it's size,
the handlers will assume that it IS full of books and everone knows
that books are not breakable!!!

I know that shipping places are more expensive than do-it-yourself
packing/shipping. I have had excellent experiences with 
"MAILBOXES,ETC."...These people were NOT the ones responsible for the
poorly packed gear. I had just assumed(wrongly) that ALL shipping 
outfits were similar,and took great care on their work like MAILBOXES
does.My suggestion to the seller to use a shipping/mailing outfit
is always predicated on the assumption that the seller has little or
no experience with packing/shipping of electronics(especially old 
stuff).I always offer to either split or pay fully for the supposed
"extra care" that will be taken in shipping a delicate old vintage 
piece of gear via an allegedly "professional" outfit.Live and learn..

Well....thanks again,folks for all your insight,support and advice.
Is this a great e-list or what??
73 de Dan -- WA0JRD 

From owner-boatanchors@gnu.ai.mit.edu  Mon Nov 21 16:59:37 1994
From: "Tom Alverson" <TOMA@s1.xetron.com>
Date:          Mon, 21 Nov 1994 14:14:29 EST
Subject:       Source for Collins Parts & Dial Decals
Message-Id: <2F024EA1BC7@s1.xetron.com>

A friend of mine has found a source for new Collins dial decals for 
the 75A4 (and possibly others).  The decal for a 75A4 is $5.00.   
This guy claims that they are NOS, but it is hard to tell -- they 
seem like new but look excellent (they have the red and black 
coloring).

The guy with the collins stuff is:

Ron Follmar  K5GIT
332 Camino Real
Kerrville, TX 78028
210-896-8830


From owner-boatanchors@gnu.ai.mit.edu  Mon Nov 21 05:21:49 1994
Date: Sun, 20 Nov 94 22:59:04 HST
From: jeffrey@math.hawaii.edu (Jeffrey Herman)
Message-Id: <9411210859.AA09250@kahuna.math.hawaii.edu>
Subject: SOWP Address


I have a Santa Rosa, CA address for the Society of Wireless
Pioneers - anyone know if that address is still valid?

Jeff NH6IL

From owner-boatanchors@gnu.ai.mit.edu  Mon Nov 21 12:46:39 1994
Date: Mon, 21 Nov 1994 10:24:58 -0500 (EST)
From: Tony Stalls <rstalls@access.digex.net>
Subject: Re: SOWP Address
Message-Id: <Pine.SUN.3.91.941121102011.25779B-100000@access1.digex.net>



On Mon, 21 Nov 1994, Jeffrey Herman wrote:

> 
> I have a Santa Rosa, CA address for the Society of Wireless
> Pioneers - anyone know if that address is still valid?
> 
> Jeff NH6IL
> 

Jeff,

I don't know about the California address, but our QCWA chapter is having
a joint Christmas party with the SOWP and I believe that Jack Kelleher,
W4ZC, 612 Ednor Rd., Silver Spring, MD 20905, is a national officer.  
Drop him a line and I'm sure he'll be able to help you.

73,

Tony
K4KYO



From owner-boatanchors@gnu.ai.mit.edu  Mon Nov 21 13:11:36 1994
From: Anderson_Neal@lanmail.ncsc.navy.mil
Message-Id: <9411211502.AA07987@lanmail.NCSC.NAVY.MIL>
Date: Mon, 21 Nov 94 09:05:00 CST
Subject: TAMPA 'FEST

Some of what I saw at the Tampa 'fest on 19 Nov:
Collins 75S-3B        $425
Collins KWM-2A        $625
Drake L4B  Nice       $450 (sold quickly!)
Drake MN-2000         $125
Drake R-4B/T-4BX Nice $315
Drake TR-4            $185
Halli. S-53A Nice!    $ 50
Halli. R-46B Speaker  $ 50
Hammarlund HQ-170     $130
Heath IT-11 Cap. Checker $20 (saw 3; bought only one with book for $15.
                              Should have found outlet for test - 
                              Magic Eye won't light! Darn!)
National- several nice receivers, most not priced.
National NC-100 Speaker$45
AN/PRM-10 Grid Dip Like New! $ 50 (would take $40)
Powerstat 0-140VAC/10A $ 15 (I bought for $10, needs new cord)

Good show, although not as big as I expected for the State Fair Grounds. 
Small number of tailgaters.

Neal  N4UYR


From owner-boatanchors@gnu.ai.mit.edu  Mon Nov 21 17:34:58 1994
Date: Mon, 21 Nov 94 16:31:39 EST
From: klaudon@pica.army.mil
Message-Id: <9411212131.AA26504@batdd6.pica.army.mil>
Subject: TRW Resistrol


When I was in the electronics supply business in LA, in the late 70s,
we carried the full TRW Resistrol line.  With the proper cross reference
to an OEM control from a TV, etc., or alternatively, the proper data,
any complex control could be reproduced.   It was a bit of an art to 
reverse-engineer a 3 or 4 ganged triaxial on-off/volume/tone etc. control,
determine the correct components to assemble, including bushings, shafts,
etc., and assemble it so everything worked!  Perfect job for a 20 year
old who would have happily PAID to be able to work there!

I got to be the manager, and for an extra 50 cents an hour, I got to 
work till 10 PM, close out 10 cash registers, interview the steady
stream of "countermen" that was constantly being hired and fired,
and take ALL of the complaints from customers.  We even sold tube
manuals.  To this day, I cannot understand why I didn't buy out the
entire stock of manuals, and save them for the future!  At least I
still have my RCA manual from the 70s.

If this product line is still in existence, it would be well worth it
for us BA folks to find out who makes it (might not be TRW anymore),
who sells it, and obtain an application guide/cross reference, if they
publish one.

73!
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------
Kalman Laudon, AA2UQ                  CW, QRP, Hollow State Radios, and CW!!
<klaudon@pica.army.mil>
previously - WD6CZI, WA1SUF
"Get your facts first, then you may distort them as you please." - Mark Twain
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------


From owner-boatanchors@gnu.ai.mit.edu  Mon Nov 21 15:16:36 1994
Date: Mon, 21 Nov 94 11:58:12 EST
From: "Roy Morgan" <morgan@speckle.ncsl.nist.gov>
Message-Id: <55895.morgan@speckle.ncsl.nist.gov>
Subject: WANTED: Manual for Beckman/Berkely 905 WWV rcvr.

Wanted: copy of manual for:

Beckman/Berkely Model 905 WWV receiver.  

Rack mount, gray front, tunes 2.5, 5, 10, 15, and 25 mc, has speaker 
in front.

 


-- Roy --

Roy Morgan / Tech A-266 / NIST / Gaithersburg  MD 20899
(National Institute of Standards and Technology,  formerly NBS)
301-975-3254 Fax: 301-948-6213 Internet: morgan@speckle.ncsl.nist.gov
---

From owner-boatanchors@gnu.ai.mit.edu  Mon Nov 21 09:48:35 1994
Date: Mon, 21 Nov 1994 08:09:39 -0500
From: cotton@thumper.bellcore.com (Chase Cotton)
Message-Id: <199411211309.IAA00692@thumper.bellcore.com>
Subject: Re:  whining and a question

Dan, all,

	On shipping snafus 

		pay (and live and learn) ... and when you later relate
	the story of the great low-buck radio deal, your brain will 
	forget about the shipping cost that doubled the deal's cost  ;-)

        On shipping Drake gear

        	A while back I had to ship a SW-4A (roughly the same 
	size as most other Drakes).  The boxes that are used to ship 
	SCSI disk drive cabinets are excellent matches for the Drake 
	gear's size.  They have a soft (blue) foam 2-part cage inside 
	which can be easily cut to match the Drake's size.

	I had to prepair the box as the seller did not want to ship 
	and I didn't trust the "we-mail-it" places.  Cost $8 out and 
	~$20 back via UPS (NJ->Calif.->NJ).
	
Chase

-----
Chase Cotton            			cotton@thumper.bellcore.com


From owner-boatanchors@gnu.ai.mit.edu  Mon Nov 21 10:25:54 1994
Date: Mon, 21 Nov 1994 08:23:50 -0500
From: cotton@thumper.bellcore.com (Chase Cotton)
Message-Id: <199411211323.IAA01732@thumper.bellcore.com>
Subject: Re:  whining and a question

	Oops, ignore that first bit about paying ... I didn't see this
	part of the message,

	>>  and UPS did it's level best to reduce the gear to pieces/parts!
							      ------------

	Also on rec.radio.swap deals, I've had good luck.  In about 25
	r.r.s deals over the last 2 years, I've only had one deal go bad.  

Chase


From owner-boatanchors@gnu.ai.mit.edu  Mon Nov 21 20:12:50 1994
Message-Id: <199411212104.NAA10069@wink.corp.sgi.com>
Subject: Re: whining and a question 
Date: Mon, 21 Nov 94 13:04:39 -0800
From: David Watson <watson@wink.corp.sgi.com>


In my experience with Mailboxes, Etc., I've never seen a single package
packed well by them.  Without exception, every time I receive a package
packed by Mailboxes, Etc., it contains an object wrapped in a single
layer of bubble pack, then very loosely surrounded by styrofoam peanuts.
The precious cargo rattles around among the peanuts in the shipping
carton.

The fact that anything even moderately heavy has survived the trip
packed like that, I attribute to luck and very gentle handling by the
actual transport company.  I'm sorry to say that many times, I haven't
been that lucky.

In those rare occasions when I'm desperate enough to pay Mailboxes,
Etc.'s steep charges to hand a package off to UPS, I always make sure to
pack the item myself.

Wouldn't it be wonderful if Mailboxes, Etc. could pack things well?
They're in a position to offer a highly useful service, if only it were
up to professional standards.  I'd love not to have to pack everything
myself!

  -David.






From owner-boatanchors@gnu.ai.mit.edu  Mon Nov 21 15:22:59 1994
Message-Id: <199411211701.MAA20119@geech.gnu.ai.mit.edu>
Date:     Mon, 21 Nov 94 9:57:36 MST
From: Jack Taylor <n7oo@huachuca-emh8.army.mil>
Subject:  WRINKLE.FAQ?

Thanks for the EXCELLENT input about wrinkle paint and it's preparation!
Since this (as well as others) topic is bound to come up again I'll edit
the input received and put it into a "wrinkle.faq" file.  Perhaps we
can find a FTP site for boatanchor FAQ's?  (If no sites surface, might
be able to wangle FTP space on ftp.hereford.ampr.org here locally).

All this has been brought about by the arrival this weekend of a scarfy
looking BC-348 and a BC-610.  Interiors of both look clean but the outside's
are pretty badly worn.  A BC-614-E speach amplifer came with the '610 and
it's cabinet has responded well by filling in the scratch marks with
Rustoleum flat black paint which evened up the surface level.  I used a
fine-point artist's water color brush for this.  It would be nice to have
a can of wrinkle paint for this type of touch-up work...

Also some of these units have a orange colored small triangular mark on
them.  Looks like it might be some sort of inspection stamp.  Does anyone
have a unit with a legeable marking that they can describe?  If we are
going to the trouble of re-wrinkling these fine old rigs, may as well
add the "inspection" markings for greater authenticity!

73 de Jack

From owner-boatanchors@gnu.ai.mit.edu  Mon Nov 21 23:27:26 1994
Date: Mon, 21 Nov 1994 21:47:32 -0500 (EST)
From: Tony Stalls <rstalls@access.digex.net>
Subject: Re: WRINKLE.FAQ?
Message-Id: <Pine.SUN.3.91.941121214100.22876A-100000@access4.digex.net>



On Mon, 21 Nov 1994, Jack Taylor wrote:

> All this has been brought about by the arrival this weekend of a scarfy
> looking BC-348 and a BC-610.  Interiors of both look clean but the outside's
> are pretty badly worn.  A BC-614-E speach amplifer came with the '610 and
> it's cabinet has responded well by filling in the scratch marks with
> Rustoleum flat black paint which evened up the surface level.  I used a
> fine-point artist's water color brush for this.  It would be nice to have
> a can of wrinkle paint for this type of touch-up work...

My BC-348 is exactly why I got interested in wrinkle paint.  Same story
here.  Good inside (it works as is!) and rough outside.  I painted over
the raised lettering and the arrows on the knobs with hopes of carefully
removing the paint from the letters.  I've tried with a small X-Acto blade
with limited success.  Unless I hear of a better technique first, my next
attempt will be with an eye loupe and a fine application of acetone to
loosten the paint and then try to push it off with a pencil eraser.  We'll
see how it works and I'll get back to the gang. 

> Also some of these units have a orange colored small triangular mark on
> them.  Looks like it might be some sort of inspection stamp.  Does anyone
> have a unit with a legeable marking that they can describe?  If we are
> going to the trouble of re-wrinkling these fine old rigs, may as well
> add the "inspection" markings for greater authenticity!

Yes, that is an inspection stamp.  Mine was about shot and I couldn't read
it and I don't know of any source for what it should be to reproduce it. 

Good luck!

73

Tony
K4KYO

From owner-boatanchors@gnu.ai.mit.edu  Tue Nov 22 04:12:14 1994
Date: Tue, 22 Nov 1994 10:00:05 +0200
From: "PMD G.SIFAKIS" <pmdsif@isoft.intranet.gr>
Message-Id: <9411220800.AA24743@asterix.isoft.intranet.gr>
Subject: Re: WRINKLE.FAQ?

Tony writes:

> My BC-348 is exactly why I got interested in wrinkle paint.  Same story
> here.  Good inside (it works as is!) and rough outside.  I painted over
> the raised lettering and the arrows on the knobs with hopes of carefully
> removing the paint from the letters.  I've tried with a small X-Acto blade
> with limited success.  Unless I hear of a better technique first, my next
> attempt will be with an eye loupe and a fine application of acetone to
> loosten the paint and then try to push it off with a pencil eraser.  We'll
> see how it works and I'll get back to the gang. 

I went through the same excersize with a BC-312 just recently. X-acto works, 
but I found it easier to use the flat end of a miniature file. The paint 
came out from the raised lettering with no problem, needing only minor 
touch-up with an x-acto knife. As for the lettering on the knobs, I took
out the old one first with a toothpick, then I poured white enamel on the
knob and quickly wiped it. The results were fantastic.

73
George	SV0KA

